Technology offers mankind both a warning and a promise: misused, or ignorantly used, it threatens man with a deteriorating environment and, ultimately, with the possibility of extinction; properly used, however, with both concern and vision, technology promises a means for both further liberating man from drudgery and for eradicating the ill effects of the technology which has come before.
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Hailed in the nineteenth century as a wonder which would enable the human race to reach almost unimaginable heights, technology was soon perceived to be a mixed blessing. Its first critics counted the social waste, the effect which industrialization had upon the lives of those who provided its working force. More slowly, men began to realize that the factories and smokestacks had an even wider impact, touching the lives of countless more besides those who actually labored there. As they counted the toll, this growing body of conservationists and environmentalists perceived that pollution and destruction of natural resources had ravaged a continent and degraded the environment of a nation.
During the past decade, man's awareness of the deterioration of his environment has accelerated. With this awareness has come an increasing desire to reverse the downward trend. A product of this concern has been the Council on Environmental Quality, a response of the Federal Government to the demand for solutions of what is a nationwide problem.
Technology has encountered extreme public disapproval during the present decade. It is time now to look at technology in a different light, to distinguish its genuine possibilities from its avowed dangers. As the papers in this Symposium make clear, technology can enable the world to feed its growing population, enable the cities to combat their environmental problems, and make it possible for man both to assess the effects of pollution and to diminish these effects. Ultimately, only technology is able to eradicate the ill effects of technology.
In the past, particularly in the recent past, progress has been equated with proliferating material goods, the output of a highly-honed technology. Now man is challenging this view of progress and is demanding a definition which includes at its core the quality of his life. As man becomes more willing to mold his values to incorporate this essential element of quality, he will find new ways of achieving quality. Technology here provides an exciting challenge and opportunitv in mankind's search for a meaningful life. 
